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MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF ARCADIA 
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013 

6:00PM 

The following minutes reflect action items of the City Council of the City of Arcadia. 
For a verbatim copy of the minutes you may contact City Administration to obtain a 
copy of the recorded meeting. 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

Councilman Allen gave the invocation which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Arcadia City Council 
Mayor Keith Keene 
Deputy Mayor Robert Heine 
Councilman Robert R. Allen 

Arcadia City Staff 
City Administrator Judi Jankosky 
City Attorney Thomas J. Wahl 

PROCLAMATION 

Councilwoman Alice Frierson 
Councilman Joseph E. Fink 

City Recorder Virginia S. Haas 
Marshal Charles Lee 

Military Family and Community Covenant Day- The City Recorder read the Proclamation in full 
which was dedicated to Military Family and Community Covenant Day. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. February 19, 2013 City Council Workshop Minutes 
2. February 19, 2013 City Council Minutes 
3. Check Warrant Reports from 02/15/13, 02/21/13 and 03/01/13 
4. Special Event Permit for CCA Peace River Chapter Kids Fishing Clinic, Lake Katherine 
5. Special Event Permit for Birthday Party at Speer Center, Applicant Anita Lynch 

Councilman Fink requested to pull item number 2 of the consent agenda. 

Councilman Fink made a motion to approve consent agenda items 1 and 3 through 5 as 
presented. The motion was properly seconded by Deputy Mayor Heine and carried 5-0. 

Councilman Fink noted required changes to page three of five of the February 19, 2013 
minutes as requested by the City Attorney. "Mayor Keene opened the public meeting 
hearing for second reading." "Mayor Keene closed the public meeting hearing." A 
motion was made by Councilman Fink and seconded by Deputy Mayor Heine to approve 
the February 19, 2013 minutes with the changes noted above. The motion carried 5-0. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 

6. Smith Brown Food Give-A-Way (City Administrator) 

Mrs. Valerie Gilchrist, DeSoto Homeless Coalition, reported that this year was unsuccessful for 
funding for any charities and requested a waiver of fees and liability until she met with the 
Directors and Chamber. She asked for a three month grace period to bring the Coalition up to 
date financially which would include liability. Mrs. Gilchrist responded to Councilman Allen that 
liability insurance would cost approximately $1,500. Mayor Keene asked if the matter could be 
addressed sooner than three months. Former Administrator Strube asked if the food vendor 
could allow the Homeless Coalition under the umbrella of their insurance. Mrs. Gilchrist 
responded that she could certainly ask that question. 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Heine and seconded by Councilman Fink to 
temporarily approve the special event request with the City sponsoring the event as to 
liability for one event. Mrs. Gilchrist will meet with the Directors and Chamber and report 
back to the Council at their next meeting. The motion carried 5-0. 

7. Retirees and Health Insurance (City Administrator) 

Mrs. Jankosky stated that the only amendment to the current policy is requiring that retirees 
switch to Medicare once eligible and in the memo she list other items that should be addressed 
and adopted into policy. 

A motion was made by Councilman Fink and seconded by Deputy Mayor Heine to adopt 
policy option number two as stated in the memorandum as follows: Option 2: Allow 

l 

retirees to stay on the group policy, retiree pay 100% and when retiree qualifies for l·· ... 
Medicare, they would be required to switch, in which they pay. Current retirees would .. 
also be required to switch to Medicare once eligible with a set stipend of $225. 

Mr. Strube distributed an outline discussing potential ramifications of the changes proposed to 
the retirees' health insurance. He reviewed each item and noted that item 5d would be a good 
deal for the employees and the City. He stated that the health plan is better under the Medicare 
supplements. He also said that he currently receives 1 00% benefit for all Medicare parts and he 
felt this benefit should be good for other employees who qualify because the City is currently 
saving approximately $300 per month per employee. Mr. Strube also added that there is an 
additional deductible the employee must absorb which the City could now afford to supplement. 
Mr. Strube reviewed the various recommendations, stipends and deductibles. Mrs. Jankosky 
responded that she worked with the employment law attorney for four months and found that 
except for the contract with Mr. Strube the City has no vested contract to the other employees. 
However; Mr. Lew Ambler, DeSoto Insurance, did stress that whatever Council adopts the 
policy should be consistent, fair and equal to all. Mr. Tom Guidry, DeSoto Insurance, reviewed 
the new affordable health care act. 

Vote on the original motion carried 5-0. The complete policy as adopted follows: 

RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE CONTINUATION -Adopted March 5, 2013 

City employees who leave the City's employment in good standing and who have at least 20 

premiums paid for by the employee. 
years of continuous full-time service may opt to stay on the city group health plan with all l·· .. 
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1) This policy applies to all full-time employees that have been continuously employed with 
the city as of 9/12/2006 and into the future, unless amended by City Council. Employees 
who have retired, left services with the City, or are not employed by the city as of the date 
this policy is approved are not eligible. 

2) Any employee that leaves the City in any standing with less than 20 years of service may 
opt to convert to COBRA coverage in which the employee pays all costs. 

3) All retirees must convert from the group health insurance to Medicare as soon as they 
qualify. Group health coverage will not be available to anyone eligible for Medicare. 

4) Retiree spouses and children may continue to participate in the group plan as well with 
1 00% of the premiums paid by the retiree. The city will pay no part of dependent 
coverage. 

5) All previous health insurance premium payment continuation policies (formerly referred to 
as sections 14.25 and 15.20 of the City of Arcadia Personnel Manual dated 9/11/2006 and 
9/20/2011) are hereby revised as follows: 

a) All current retirees on the group health insurance plan under 65 must convert to 
Medicare upon eligibility. 

b) Group health insurance will not be available to retirees that qualify for Medicare. 

c) A stipend of $225 will be made once retiree is eligible for Medicare. 

The Arcadia City Council reserves the right to revise this policy at any time without notice unless 
required by law. 

8. Air-Cadia Fire Insurance (City Attorney) 

Attorney Wahl stated that he and Mrs. Jankosky are still attempting to discover exactly how 
many months the Butler Building was actually not rentable. At that time they will be able to 
approach an offer. At this time he projects potentially 14 months at $2,800. He will return with 
dates for the next meeting. 

9. Antique Association (Councilman Fink) 

Councilman Fink disclosed that he and his ex-wife are members of the Antique Association 
however deems no direct benefit and the former Attorney opinion indicates no conflict of 
interest. He stated that on November 1, 2011 the Antique Association was given formal 
approval from Council for the 4th Saturday Antiques Fair which secured the rights from the City 
to utilize the sidewalks downtown for vendor booths. He read code section 86-5 which deals 
with the obstruction of sidewalks and stated the event has been held downtown for the last 18 
years and asked for clarification. Councilman Fink stated at the last event Code Enforcement 
was called and refused any action on vendors without permits obstructing the sidewalks. 
However; the following week at another organization's event there was no comment. He stated 
all should be enforced equally or the code or permit should be clarified. Attorney Wohl replied 
that the only issue regarding obstructing sidewalks (86.5) would be if you have a permit as 
dictated through the code in that section. Councilman Fink replied that there are vendors 
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setting up who were not covered under the Antiques Association liability insurance. Attorney 
Wahl stated he doesn't believe that anyone should be obstructing the sidewalks. 

Marshal Lee read a letter regarding a recent complaint against a vendor James and Christy Lee 
filed by Mrs. Flo Rife, President of the Antique Association. There was some discussion about 
holding the event in the street rather than the sidewalks. Sheri Fink passed to Council the 
current contract that the Association utilizes for vendors which show they are in ADA 
compliance. She noted that all money goes back to the City through advertisements of the City 
of Arcadia and stressed that all organizations should follow the same rules. 

Councilman Fink stated that according to the code if someone sets out merchandise daily that 
would be against the code. Attorney Wahl confirmed that it appears the issue is they don't have 
a permit that fell under the July 2012 blanket permit that was issued to the Association. Mrs. 
Jankosky explained that ADA compliance is four feet clearance for typical handicap uses, five 
feet clearance for wheelchairs and six feet clearance for two wheelchairs to pass. 

Mrs. Christine Lee stated that she rents a store on the corner of Oak and Monroe. She paid for 
half of the membership for the year for in front of her store and stated this may be more of a 
personal issue rather than a Council matter. 

Mrs. Susan Smith explained that in the past the Watermelon Festival was held in the streets and 
she has heard complaints about vendors blocking businesses doors. 

Mr. Don Todd stated he belongs to the Antiques Association and recently felt through threats in 
the letter that the Police Department and Code Enforcement would be notified. He said they 
currently give 50 feet of space to the Association for renting to vendors. 

l 

There was discussion about ownership of the sidewalks. Attorney Wahl clarified that this l·. 
discussion was about temporary vending. 

Ms. Flo Rife spoke against moving the Antique Fair into the street area. 

Ms. Sandra George, 132 W. Oak, explained that the store owners do not block the sidewalk and 
they were past members of the Association however dropped out due to the rules requiring 
payment to set items in front of their store. Councilman Fink reminded that your business 
insurance does not cover the sidewalks. 

Mrs. Judith Randall spoke highly of the Association and agreed it was not a good idea to move 
the event into the middle of the streets because visitors may not enter into the businesses. 

Mrs. Jankosky responded that she would coordinate with the Fire Department and the City 
Attorney and return to Council with suggestions. 

RESOLUTION 

10. RESOLUTION NO. 2013-07; A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF 
ARCADIA, FLORIDA DECLARING SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED 
CHANGES TO SECTION 287.055, F.S., ALSO KNOW AS "THE 
CONSULTANTS' COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATION ACT" OR 
"CCNA,. (City Administrator) 
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The City Recorder read Resolution No. 2013-07 by title only. A motion was made by 
Councilman Fink and seconded by Councilman Allen to adopt Resolution No. 2013-07 as 
presented. The motion carried 5-0. 

ORDINANCES 

11. ORDINANCE NO. 984; FIRST READING AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING DIVISION 3 OF ARTICLE IV OF CHAPTER 2 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ARCADIA BY 
RENAMING THE TITLE OF CITY RECORDER TO CITY CLERK; 
DELETING SEC. 2-115 CUSTODY OF CITY FUNDS; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (City 
Attorney) 

The City Recorder read Ordinance No. 984 by title only. A motion was made by 
Councilman Fink and seconded by Councilman Allen to move Ordinance No. 984 forward 
to second reading. The motion carried 5-0. 

12. ORDINANCE NO. 985; SECOND AND FINAL READING OF AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 11 OF THE CHARTER OF 
THE CITY OF ARCADIA TO CHANGE THE ELECTION DATES 
FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL; PROVIDING FOR 
THE ONE TIME EXTENSION OF THE TERMS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. (City Attorney) 

The City Recorder read Ordinance No. 985 by title only. A motion was made by 
Councilman Allen and seconded by Deputy Mayor Heine to adopt Ordinance No. 985 as 
presented. Councilman Fink noted for the record that he opposed the Ordinance noting 
that it may be perfectly legal however it is not in the best interest of the City. The motion 
carried 4-1 with Councilman Fink dissenting. 

13. ORDINANCE NO. 986; FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SECTION 46-264 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF ARCADIA TO CHANGE THE ELECTION 
DATES FOR THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MARSHAL; 
PROVIDING FOR THE ONE TIME EXTENSION OF THE TERM 
OF THE CITY MARSHAL; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. (City Attorney) 

The City Recorder read Ordinance No. 986 by title only. A motion was made by Deputy 
Mayor Heine and seconded by Councilman Allen to move Ordinance No. 986 forward to 
second reading. Councilman Fink stated he opposes Ordinance No. 986 as well as the 
previous Ordinance because there are other ways in which the Ordinance could be put 
into effect which includes voting of the citizens. The motion carried 4-1 with Councilman 
Fink Dissenting. 
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14. ORDINANCE NO. 987; FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SECTION 2-95 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF ARCADIA BY INCLUDING CUSTODY OF 
CITY FUNDS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
(City Attorney) 

The City Recorder read Ordinance No. 987 by title only. A motion was made by 
Councilman Fink and seconded by Councilman Heine to move Ordinance No. 987 
forward to second reading. The motion carried 5-0. 

COMMENTS FROM DEPARTMENTS 

15. City Marshal- February Report Included 

16. Attorney 
a. Code Enforcement Lien on 342 S. Orange Avenue 

Attorney Wohl reported a mortgage and three years of taxes on 342 S. Orange Avenue that 
takes priority over the lien and potential future foreclosure. Councilman Fink asked that the 
code be reviewed and updated in regards to these type matters. 

17. City Administrator 

Mrs. Jankosky reported that FOOT denied the City's request for the easement. A motion 
was made by Councilwoman Frierson and seconded by Deputy Mayor Heine to approve 
the purchase offer from FOOT for the right of way regarding Highway 17 road 
improvements. The motion carried 5-0. 

Mayor Keene requested an update on the crosswalk on Highway 70 South. Mrs. Jankosky will 
speak with the County and report at next meeting. 

PUBLIC (PLEASE LIMIT PRESENTATIONS TO FIVE MINUTES) 

Mr. George Chase inquired as to the lease status reviewed by the Attorney for events at the 
Airport. Attorney Wohl confirmed he reviewed the document and the fly-ins and gatherings 
could be permitted. 

County Commissioner Bob Miller reported a workshop with Fire Rescue and the County Sheriff 
on March 26, 2013 at 9 a.m. 

Mr. Mario Bing expressed his dissatisfaction of people discussing the local Church. 

Mr. James George, Phoenix Rising, commented on taking stock in the City's Antiques Fair. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MATTERS 

Mayor Keene asked Council if they would consider personal donations for various flags in 
Veteran's Park as requested by the Veteran's Council. Council agreed. He announced a 
fundraiser at the Turner Center on March 28, 2013 in sponsorship of this effort. 
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ADJOURN 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:10p.m. 

APPROVED THIS 'Ztd DAY OF fl f tLtL, 2013. 

ATl(EST _ ) ~ 
-'UtA-~ . vv:::: 

Virgin[jS. Haas, City Reorder 
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